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LETTER FROM THE HEADTEACHER

July2009
Dear Parents/Guardians

Once again we come to the end of another academic year of much progress and success.

Gifted and Talented and Aim higher initiatives are running extremely successfully with pupils broadening
their horizons in extra -curricular events and activities. In fact, there have been 47 trips out of school for
pupils since September with at least 10 m  ore planned before the end of the term. This is a credit to the
commitment to all our staff in ensuring broad and wide ranging experiences for our children. .

Our Year 10 pupils in Health and Social Care achieved 100% A* -C in their examinations which is  a credit

to both Mrs McGowan and Miss Parkinsonds dedication a

| am pleased to report that overall attendance to the end of June 2009 was 94.9 % and we are hoping by
the end of the term to reach the magical figur e of 95%. This is the highest attendance of any secondary
school in Salford and has been accomplished by parental support by not taking children out of school for
holidays and unecessary absence.

Work for BSF continues apace and to allow Mr Platt to focus on the project, Mrs Johnston has been
promoted to Temporary Assistant Head and Miss Glover to Temporary Head of Maths. Miss Furey has
been promoted to Assistant Head in charge of Creatvity

During June we have been successfully audited for the second time for our FMSISfinancial status.
The memorial tree for Olivia Raby is now in place in the school grounds. A memorial service and  blessing
took place for the family, staff and year 10 pupils on Monday 29 th June.

Our sporting achievements go from strength t o strength with cup winners in hockey, football and rugby

and a fantastic medal winning tournament at Salford Athletics Championships. There were 5 gold medal

winners, 5 silver medal winners 4 bronze and two school records broken in boys 100m and girls 10 Om. Four
pupils in the OCR group were singled out for their abilities by the Clapperboard theatre group project

and there have been overseas trips for pupils, New York and Germany, theatre trips, Art gallery events

and other extra curricular activities to 0 numerous to mention. On almost a daily basis there are clubs

and booster classes in virtually all subject areas. None of this would be possible without the commitment

of our wonderful staff and my thanks go to them for their time and dedication.

Over t he summer term there are a number of planned building refurbish ments including new windows in
Our Ladyds Hall, i mprovements to the girls and boys
exterior painting of the main school building.

Staff leaving t his year including Miss Tonge, Head of Geography who has done an excellent job during

her time here and we wish her well in her promotion to Assistant Head in her new school. Mr Simpson, who
has done a sterling job in our History Department, leaves us to b ecome Head of History at Moorside
School. Mr Mair and Miss Tonge will both be getting married during the summer holidays d our
congratulations to go them both. We wish Mrs Brown and Mrs Tattersall safe delivery of their babies and

an enjoyable summer wit h their new arrivals who are due at the end of July. Last but not least, Mrs
Barber who has worked for the school in various roles over the past 21 years, will be retiring in the summer.

We wish Ann and her husband a long and happy retirement and offer h er thanks for her loyalty and
commitment to the school.
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We now look forward to welcoming Year 6 pupils into Year 7 in September and pupils coming to the schgol in
September have already had their transition visit. Parents of new intake pupils have extt@mdinformation
evening in June.

Although a separate letter will be issued at the end of term, parents please note that pupils will returr§ on
Thursday3™ September and Years 8 to 11 should arrive in schob0&0 a.m ready for normal lessons. Yeéar
pupils will arrive at 8.45 a.m. to be welcomed into school and put into their classes ready for the start of the jnew
school year. | must emphasise the need for correct school uniform and all the details of our unier
requirements are covered later this newsletter.

Finally, 1 would like to thank every single member of staff at St Ambrose for their unstinting support during this
academic year. Teamwork and fortitude have seen us through a very demanding and tiring year.

/waw&

Mrs C M Garside

Headteacher

NEW (AND NOT SO NEW) MEMBERS OF STAFF FOR
SEPTEMBER 2009

Subject Leader Geography Miss Axon

SEN Assistant Mrs K Hawksworth
Cover Assistant Miss J L Tomlins
Cover Assistant Miss R Reilly
Teacher of Health and Social Care Mrs A McWhirter

(welcome back!)

Reprographics Assistant Mrs S Moynihan

We look forward to working with our new colleagues




French Cinema Trip

by Mrs Hardiman

On Tuesday, 23 June 2009, Eleven Year 9
pupils visited the Cornerhouse cinema In
Manchester to wat ch a French film entitled
OLes Choristesd6 or i n En

The film tells a moving but uplifting story of a
group of orphan boys Iin post -war France,
whose teacher discovers in them a talent for
choral singing.

The visit involved a worksho  p, which will assist
these pupils in their GCSE French course

o |




by llaria Arnetoli, Age 13, 9L

During lent, pupils in form 9L at St Ambrose Barlow dedicated a week to
fundraising for CAFOD. Father Emineke from Just Youth challenged us to give
up a little luxury! The money raised went towards helping those less fortunate
than ourselves.

Some of the luxuries that were given up included chocolate, sweets, muffins,
magazines and even Starbucks coffee! William Mitchell, who donated £10.00 after
gvini wUx wET OEOOCEU]l wWUEPEwW?2 (wUT OUT T OwbUwH
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Deakin who gave up a weekly Starbucks coffee. Other monies came from Jessica
Chappel - £4.00 and Bradley Jackson £1.50. One of our teachers Ms Ramage was
constantly encouraging us to be determined and not relinquish on our mission.
She also got behind the cause and sacrifted M&S coffee.

As a form, we managed to raise a total of over £36.00. This money has gone
towards the purchase of a goat (£25.00) and a vegetable patch (£10.00) tohelp part
of the third world become more self sufficient. We were all very proud of our
achievements and donations and happy that those less fortunate will have some
benefits from our unselfish act. Now we are anxiously waiting for the certificate
that confirms our donation and recognises our hard work! This just goes to show
that a little can go a long way!




Youth SVP

by Miss Montgomery

Youth SVP continues to thriveath new members joining from Year 1
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SVP have been helping the residents prepare for the summer mofths
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Party will be held on Saturday, 11 July, the pupils are really looking

forward to partying with their friends from Swinton Hall!
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Youth SVP will come together with hundreds of other Youth §VF

fundraising this term. This support means that St Ambrose Bar

groups from aound England for Camp Vincent 2009! Particufar
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who have been very generous in supporting this venture.
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Swinton Extended Schools

Dear Parents and Neighbours

How could this benefi t our young people?

All over the country schools are planning to become

OExtended school so6.

X

In our school we believe that the family
is the most important partner in the
education of our children

x By providing extended services research
shows improved motivation , behaviour,
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attendance and achievement of pupils

wider community. ) ) x Indirectly, children will benefit from the
Which schools are involved? support and advice that their families
An extended school works with the local authority

may receive

and other agencies to offer access to a range of x  Pupils within the cluster would have
The Swinton Primary and Seconda ry schools

What does this mean?

An extended school is one that provides a range of
services and activities, often beyond the school day,
to help meet the needs of pupils, families and the

services and activities which support and motivate access to an extended range of activities

children and young people to achieve their full are working together so families have easier outside of onormald s

potenti al. These services are: access to a wide range of services and

activities. How could this benefit our parents
e Avaried Menu of Activities combined with ) and the community?
childcare in primary schools Many schools already provide Breakfast
e Community Access to school facilities clubs and after school activities. We are
e Swift and easy access to specialist services looking to extend this provision and would X Year round affordable child  care
i . : . with facilities eg: breakfast clubs,
e Parenting support like your views and idea s! . .
Individual schools may not necessarily provide all after school clubs, holiday clubs,
services but will link to existing provision through In September we are offering adults a free et L .
: x  Providing informal opportunities
cluster s o f school s, Ch accredited Computer Course - INGOT! See .
_ . - for parents to engage with school
Community Centres. the information on a separate page in this e EEeh ol

_ booklet. x  Improved access to the use of
Clusters are groups of schools working together, facilities and resources, e.g

linked to a range of services, to enable a coordinated Sally Finnemore, Extended Schools Co - Computer training, Adult leami ng,
approach to meeting the needs of children and young ordinator sports & family learning
people, their families and the community.




H help? '
ow can you help Your Information Name

We need your help to identify which services are It would be helpful if you could Add
ress
needed. give us your name, address and
o ) postcode so we can keep you
Please can you fill in this form and return it to your .
_ o informed of future
chil dds school or t within the Postcode

developments. You will also be

cluster if that is easier. . .
entered into the prize draw!

I do / do not * have children attending school
W INI v/ INI v/ INI Thank You f or your help,
Sally Finnemore * delete as applicable

Every completed questionnaire will be entered into a
Extended Schools

prize draw for an MP3 player. Please fill in  your

Co-ordinator
details for the chance to win. Additional Services
Varied menu of activities and childcare Community Access
Would May  Wont

What sort of activities would you Advisory Services Use Use Use

Cluster s can offer access to a varied menu of study

support and play activities, combined with childcare, like the cluster to provide?
from 8am to 6pm, five days a week, 48 weeks a year. Benefits Advisor

Arts / Crafts Housing Advice

Would May Already

Performi ng Arts Employment Advice
Use Use Use

(drama/music/dance)

After School, 3.15 pm & 6.00pm Parenting Support

Sports & Fitness Health Services
Breakfast Club, 8.00am & 8.45am Adult Learning Child Welfare
Under 386s Nursery Provisio ICT Courses SRl AakiEars
Other childcare f acilities that may be of use Mental Health Advice

Drug & Alcohol Advice




The pupils are the most imp@ant people at St Ambrose Barlow, so hey

by Mrs Montgomery

should have a say in how their school is run. This year the pupils have been
involved in a number of activities aimed at improving their school.

Pupils from the schoolozincil took part in a workshop day with

archtects from the local council. They expressed their ideas about how
the new school should look and the facilities it should have. All ideas
were collated into a document which will be used by architects to inform
their decisions on the new school build.

TRS a0K22f O2dzyOAf Qa ONBI iA@AGE AN

improve the toilets. They have interviewed and employed an artist who
will shortly spray paint the toilets. They also ran a competition to design
a mural, which will be painted on the corridoin Our Lady aall. |

The schoolz2 dzy OAf Q& L NAY3AlF 3INRdzLJ RSOARS
partner school in Tanzania by buying much needed stationary. They have
bought all 300 pupils a basic kit consisting of exercise book, pens, pencil,
ruler, rubber al sharpener. These kits will shortly be sent off to our
partner school along with messages from each school council member
involved.

¢tKS aoOKz22f O2dzyOAf Qa OF NB 3INPRdAzZLI R
a0K22fQa FydA odz t&Ay 3 oSwhikiRvillde ¢ KS
FOG & | 62NNE O02E® ! yé& LlzZAfa 6K
speak directly to a teacher can write their concerns down and place this
slip in the box. The issue can then be dealt with promptly.

Year 8 pupils have demonstrated theiaturity and caring attitude by
mentoring the year 7 pupils. Year 8 pupils are sometimes in a better
position to deal with small worries and concerns than teachers. We have
given our year 8 pupils a big responsibility and they have responded in
an exceknt manner.
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Key representatives from the school council have attended a school
council conference aimed at improving the council for next year. The
views and opinions of these pupils will help to make the council even

better next year.




R.E. DEPARTMEN'}

By Mrs Keane

As part of their preparation for the celebration of Easter all pupils at KS3
celebrated the Sacrament of Reconciliation. KS4 pupilswill have had the
opportunity for Reconciliation during their Retreat Days with Just Youth.

As always there is a moment of hesitation whilst we wait for the first brave
soul to stand up, in a hall full of their peers, and approach one of the priests.
And, as always, there is someone preparedto make this move and open the
flood gates! Most classes in Year 8 in support of a najor topic on the
Eucharist, celebrated class masses and were very engaged in the preparation
and celebration of these services.

Year 11 Leavers

Fr Uchenna, from the Just Youth Team, celebrated a lovely, respectful and
joyful mass for Year 11 pupils, their families, all the school staff, primary
school staff, governors and guests from connextions and Loreto. Frs Murphy
and Williams concelebrated, making this a true celebration of home, parish
and school, working together for the good of our pupils. Year 11 played their
part in both the planning and delivery of this service.

RE and the Creative School

The RE Department has embarked upon a unit of work with Creative
Partnerships, which is delivering the theme of Pentecost and the Holy Spirit
through Music . Sara Atter, from Creative Partnerships, is leading classes in
music, singing and drama which will culminate in a celebration of their work
being presented by each class to the rest of their year group in the school hall.
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Music Department

Congratulations to all pupils who sat a grade exam this
term.

Please remember to let the Music department know if
you wish to continue instrumental lessons in September
20009.

Please also remember that the school requires a
termds notice in writing sho
stop lessons so that the school does not incur the

cost from MAPAS

Mrs Seabrook




Pass your INGOTS qualification at
St Ambrose Barlow High School

A new course for adults starts in September:
Pop in Taster Session fi

Learn new skills, meet people, feel confident
with computers and gain a qualification!

This is a flexible and fr ee ICT course to suit your
needs, whether you are a beginner building
skills and confidence or whether you have ICT
skills but would like accreditation for those skills
from Level 1 to Level 2.

For further details and to register an interest
please ring M iss K Trippitt at St Ambrose Barlow
High School on 0161 & 794 3521 or emall
office@ambrose.salford.gov.uk or fill in the
form on the next page.



mailto:office@ambrose.salford.gov.uk

| am interested in the Adult ICT course at

St Ambrose Barlow. Please send me more

information!

First Name:

Surname:

Address:

Postcode:

Contact Number and/ or email address:

(igbot
N\ International Grades - Open Technologies




Parent veoice

Last November, some parents may remember taking part in a survey.
It was the first time we hé conducted such an extensive survey and
we had a good response from parents. The responses were analysed
and overall strengths and weaknesses identified. From this we have
devised an action plan which we hope will strengthen our
relationships between $mwol and home.
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we feel proud to have as a strength.
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Something we plan to address in the forthcoming year. We will
produce a home learning support booklet which all departments will
contribute to. This will provide useful tips and resources to heljry
child/children at home.

We have recently purchased a PAL (Parents as Learners) programme
and plan to introduce this in the next academic year.
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progress reports, we have included an inforneatisheet comprising

of the most asked questions. We hope you will find this useful.
Please continue to add comments/questions as it will form part of
our future planning to improve communication with both pupils and
parents.




Maths Jha}}ﬁnge

By Miss Glover

Intermediate Challenge i 5 February 2009

Fifty pupils from Years 9 and 10 were entered

We won 2 x Gold, 4 x Silver and 12 x Bronze.

Well done to all pupils, especially Michael Polack and Kieran
Dowarka for getting gold.

Junior Challenge 30 April 2009

Forty eight pupils were entered
1 x gold,

10 x silver

14 x bronze.

This is a fantastic result and special congratulations go to
Jamie Spencer for getting gold.




SPORTS NEWS

By Mr Holden

Salford Athletics Championships

MEDAL W

NNERS 2009

BOYS GIRLS
Year 7 Year 7/
/4:~ Sophie Kenyorg Long Jumg;, SILVER medg
Lloyd Granic Javeliﬂ ¢ SILVER Chloe Wilsory, Javeling SILVER medal
medal Chloe Dickenson Discus; SILVER medal
Year 8 Year 8

Lewis Temple; 800M SILVER medal

Alysha Porterg 100m GOLD MEDAL
(and new school record of 12.99 seconds
Alysha Porter¢ Long jumpg GOLD MEDAL

Karina Bailey McNallg Javelin GOLD
MEDAL

Year 9
Jodie Loughrey Javeling GOLD MEDAL

Sadie Paradiuk 800m BRONZE medal

YEAR 10
Daniel Collins 100m GOLD MEDAL
(and new school record of 11.93 seconds

Jonathan Gady ¢ Long jumpg BRONZE
medal

Callum Lever 200m BRONZE medal
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(formerly the Greater Manchester Games)
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We were delighted and proud that Duy le Tran, Year 8, won the
Badminton Gold Medal at The Champis Challenge on 27June.

This is a fantastic achievement for Duy and we wish lewen
further success in the future.

RUGBY AND FOOTBALL NEWS

This year has been a fantastic season for both rugby and football
teams in the school. Year 10 pupilswok6 { I £ T2 NR { OK
Football League and Year 8 boys won the Salford Schools rugby
League. Former Year 11 pupils were runners up in the Salford

Rugby League.

The boys who took part in any of these finals can get their team
photo (on display inthe foyer@A | ! f £t SIA L yOS¢ @
copy of the photographs are available fromt the main school office
(prices range from £10£20).
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