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Dear Parents/Guardians December 2009
The autumn term in school has passed very quickly and so much has happened since the summer.
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reality of th e day to day job of raising the aspirations of the next cohort of pupils. | am sure you know,
but 91% of our pupils obtained 5+A*-C results and an outstanding 73% included English and Maths, the
best in the Authority. The dedication of teachers and hard work of pupils is to be applauded and your
support at home has been invaluable. We are so proud of our pupils and later in the newsletter you can
see photographs of our pupils when they were presented with their certificates at Salford University,
Maxwell Hall in November.

Our new Year 7 pupils appear to have settled in and are now well underway with school life. The Year 7
Welcome Mass was very well attended and enjoyed by staff, parents and pupils. My thanks go to
everyone who organised the evening and to parents for once again showing your support to the school.

There have been wonderful curricular and extra -curricular activities throughout the term. There have
been visits by Olympic athletes, exhibitions at the Lowry, retreats for all year groups, Aim Higher and
GA&T visits and latterly 50 pupils have seen White Christmas at the Lowry Theatre.

I am delighted to report that attendance continues to improve at 94.8% for the term. However, this is
still below our target of 95%. Whilst we fully under stand that medical absence is unavoidable, | would
actively discourage parents from taking pupils out of school during term time for holidays. We will not
authorise holidays during term time.

At this time of the year, our thoughts turn to those less fort unate than ourselves. During Advent we will
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afternoon of entertainment. Pupils are busy making Christmas cakes to add to the Christmas hamper we
provide for our senior citizens ¢ local supermarkets have been wonderful in contributing to our
Christmas cake making. Pupils and staff are raising funds for CAFOD and we are also collecting for the
2EOI OUEW?+0EYI UWEGEW%DUT 1 U? w E TORWAE Uapuli wlpUpuO@i ul Bu Tude
supermarket on Thursday 17t December between 4.00 and 5.00 pmt please go along and show your
support. Everyone is very welcome to come to our school Advent Service at 7.00 pm on Wednesday 18
December.

So you cansee, this has been an extremely busy autumn term with everyone working extremely hard to
ensure a successful future for years to come. My thanks go to Governors, staff and especially you, as
parents, for the wholehearted support we have received during t he term.
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certainly hope you enjoy it.

Finally, may | take this opportunity to wish you all a very happy and holy Christmas and very best
wishes for 2010.

Yours sincerely

{/77 2racal

C M Garside, Headteacher
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Presentation Evening 2009

Once again, Presentation Evening was a fantastic success. The venue was Maxwell
at Salford University and Governors, staff, parents and pupils past and present
gathered to join in thecelebrations.

We were honoured this year to have an gupil Andrew Whyment (Kirk from
Coronation Street) to present our prizes and he kept everyone amused with highat
cuff comments about his life at St Ambrose Barlow and his career to date.

Thisannual celebration of success goes from strength to strength with everyone very
proud of our pupils. Below are some pictures which capture the atmosphere of this
very special evening.

Former pupils Sean Crumlish and Ben

Flanagan collectingheir GCSE certificates

The school choir with a very appreciative

audience

Andrew Whyment with members of school staff

Hall




Anti-Bullying Week

by Miss Trippitt

The theme this year was cybbullying and raising awareness to its harmful effects in t
effort to diminishits existence in the technologically advanced youth that populate
Ambrose Barlow High School. We wanted to use technology as a way of making stu

t
ent

aware in a positive manner and so hosted a competition throughout all year groupg to

design an orscreen wallpaper with a zero tolerance message. There are prizes for
best KS4 and KS3 entries. The overall winning wallpaper is to be used on the s
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network. Other activities took place in PSE lessons which were orchestrated by the sqhoc
student cound and Miss Hayes. These tasks involved pupils listening to a thought

provoking poem and discussing its impact.

The anticyber bullying message was further conveyed through a drama piece which
performed in a Year 7 assembly. Eight girls from 7R, Amalithraj, Louise Cooper,
Katrina Eckersley, Tel@e Prince, Jamikee Richardson, Martina Rodrigukeasa, Sophie

NAS

Ridings and Hannelore Turner, organised by Miss Trippitt and Miss Macrae, performied ¢

drama created from a stimulus poem. The girls workadd before and after school to

create a piece that demonstrated that through social networking sites such as Faceljook
and Bebo children can become involved in a virtual world and words can be taken duite

literally, leading to some actual consequences,chilgan be just as hurtful and damaging

as physical bullying itself. This theme of self awareness and individual protection
message raterated throughout the year in the pupils ICT lessons.
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by Rebecca Kelly

Broadcasting cluthelped by Mrs Klly, Miss Tomlins and Mr Shepheard ha
been working hard for our Christmas Broadcasts. For listeners to CLAS
Christmas time we will hear jokes, the true story of St Nicholas, AKA Sc
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but a few!

Miss Tomlins and a group of Year 10 students have been busy working
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forward to hearing.

To listen to CLASS, you can hear us during the last weeknfdelunchtime,
or you can log ont@ww.radiowaves.co.uk/class
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http://www.radiowaves.co.uk/class
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CAFOD Family Fast Day
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around the world campaign. Their pledges will be presented to Gordon Brown

before the summit on Climate Change.

Our Pupils raised £283.25 this year for CAFOD!

Many pupils are thinking about CAFOD, Christmas presents, sending the gift of a
football kit, seeds or a schoolstarter kit as their gifts this coming Christmas

The Year 7 Welcome Mass took place on Thursday, 8 October and was
well attended. The Mass was lively and enjoyable and captured the
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by Jenny Moran 10S

SVP stand for St Vincent De Paul. Our group aims to stand up for our
faith and help people in our local area and all over the world. Our
teacher, Miss Montgomery is a great help in our meetings every
Tuesday, where she organises us and helps us with our activities. She
also accanpanies us on our weekly visits to the local nursing home
where we spend some time with the residents, sharing memories and
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where we all dressed up and sung Abba

songs will all the residents. Everyone, b=

including the staff, thoroughly enjoyed this. ‘,\

We are going to carry on our work and \
hopefully raise money for charitie s and visit
the home.

BENNY ANDERSSON & BJORN ULVAEUS'

MAMMA
MIA:

THE SMASH HIT MUSICAL¢%5% «ABBA




